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travelling on Sunday, in the resistance to the opening
of museums, and the like, has not the cruelty of the
old persecutors, the state of mind indicated by it is
fundamentally the same. It is a determination not
to tolerate others in doing what is permitted by
their religion, because it is not permitted by the
persecutor's religion. It is a belief that God not
only abominates the act of the misbeliever, but will
not hold us guiltless if we leave him unmolested."

If we substitute " sexual morality " for u religion "
in every place where religion is referred to in that
passage we get Mill's true attitude to the subject.
Mill objected very strongly to the attitude of persons
like Shelley's mother, who, on being told that her
son was accustomed to think for himself, expressed
great alarm and said, 4C For heaven's sake teach
him to think like other people." But Mill was of
course fully aware that thinking for oneself is not
necessarily and always the same thing as thinking
differently from other people.

Leslie Stephen and Fitejames Stephen opposed
Mill's essay on the ground that obstacles to liberty
strengthen the character of the oppressed. Their
own arguments can be conveniently summarises* in
a little rhyme:

" Restraint and coercion
Stimulate exertion."

Leslie Stephen, as quoted by Fitzjames Stephen,
argued as followsl:

" The hope that people are to be rendered more
vigorous by simply removing restrictions seems to
be as fallacious as the hope that a bush planted in
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